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“The Aarhus Convention .. opens the door to a new model of partnership, a new style of 
communication among all parts of civic society in our countries...[It] has served in our country 
as a great stimulation to have our environmental legislation even more democratic.” 

Milos Kuzvart, Minister of the Environment, Czech Republic 

“The Aarhus Convention constitutes a major achievement in international environmental law. 
It represents a re-orientation of this field of law in the sense that it focuses on the role of 
individuals and NGOs, and the contribution they can make in our common effort to achieve 
sustainable development. Moreover, the Aarhus Convention confirms the important link that 
exists between protection of human rights and protection of the environment.” 

Børge Brende, Minister of the Environment, Norway 

“Lithuania ... considers the Convention the most far-reaching instrument promoting democracy, 
strengthening citizens’ environmental rights and improving co-operation between members of the public 
and governmental institutions. Furthermore, the Convention opens up new possibilities to all people who 
feel responsible for and want to take an active part in the protection of environment.” 

Arunas Kundrotas, Minister of the Environment, Lithuania 



Aarhus convention as legal tool 
• On national level

-- sets standards of environmental 
democracy for legislators  

- effective access to environmental 
information – passive and active

- public participation in variety of 
decision-making processes on 

national, regional, local levels

- access to justice in cases 

related to environment

• On international level

- Aarhus Convention bodies are 
keeping implementation of Aarhus 

Convention under review

- Aarhus framework – family of 
democracy and SD supporters

- Assistance to governments in
- promotion of AC principles and AC 

implementation (capacity building)



The Meeting of the Parties

The main governing body of the Convention, reviews the 
implementation of the Convention 

Participation:  

❖other Signatories 

❖other States 

❖intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations -
observers. 



Bureau

• "the Bureau shall invite a representative of non-
governmental organizations established for the purpose of, 
and actively engaged in, promoting environmental 
protection and sustainable development ... to attend bureau 
meetings as an observer."



Working Group of the Parties

• oversees the implementation of the work programme 
for the Convention between meetings of the Parties

• meets more regularly

• NGOs can participate:

observer status

Three Task Forces: 

NGOs can actively participate



National Implementation Reports 

Its goal:
• assessment of compliance under the Convention 

• contribute to the work of the Compliance Committee.

Its scope:  necessary legislative, regulatory or other measures that Parties have taken 
to implement the provisions of the Convention; and practical implementation of 
Convention provisions.

Reporting and PP : 

involvement of the public in the process is likely to improve the quality and 
accuracy of reports and to strengthen the credibility of the reporting process regular 
reporting by Parties may also serve as a means to keep the public informed of 
measures taken by Parties to implement the Convention



Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee 
• Helps to keep convention alive 

and effective

• Reviews implementation and 

enforcement of the Convention

• Meetings are open to the public, 

communicants

• Members of the public can trigger 

procedures at CC

• NGOs can nominate their members 

to AC CC 

Photo of the first Compliance Committee elected in 2002



Case of effective public participation: Ukraine
EIA of launch of 6 hydro power turbines and increase of the level of 
water reservoir 

- more than 55 ha of coastal area need to be flooded 

- damage to National Park area and Emerald network site

- damage to archeological site

- damage to fish resources



EIA procedure 



Public and Aarhus Convention: conclusions

• Unprecedented access to meetings, access to information and public 
involvement in meetings of different bodies, in negotiations of 

treaties

• Right to be elected 

• Right of review of effectiveness of implementation of Convention by 
Parties and instigate better compliance 

• Forum to share of best case studies of effective implementation of 
Convention 

• Possibility to ask for assistance in law development, law 
implementation, participation in Aarhus meetings …
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